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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this paper is to provide a to and guide for Disaster Risk
agement (DRM) into higher education and training institutions in Small Island Developing States (SI|
with the aim of increasing awareness and understanding of the complexity of DRM issues in busir
and management, based on their general and specific vulnerabilities. SIDS are considered a special
egory within the discussion on DRM, given a number of vulnerabilities generally and specifically. Fu
mare, little attention has been paid to the business impact of disasters in such settings. It is propg
that one major route to improving this situation is through the educational and training institutions,
play a major role in shaping thinking and practices in such settings.

KEYWORDS
Disaster risk management; disaster risk reduction; small island developing states; mainstreaming; i
ness; SMEs; Jamaica.

RESUMEN
El propésito de este articulo es proveer un contexto y guiar en la incorporacién de la Gestion del Rig
de Desastres (GRD) en las instituciones de educacion superior y de formacion en los Pequefios Estd
Insulares en Desarrollo (PEID) con el propdsito de aumentar el nivel de consciencia y comprension sf
la complejidad de los asuntos relacionados con GRD en los negocios y la administracion, teniendo cf
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de la discusion sobre GRD debido a la cantidad de vulnerabilidades generales y especificas con las|
cuentan. Se propone que una de las principales rutas para mejorar esta situacion es a través dg
instituciones educativas y de formacion, quienes desempefian un papel importante en la conformaf
del pensamiento y las précticas de aquellos entornos.
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1 The paper was initially prepared as part of the “Disaster Risk Management in Business Education”
initiative organised by the Extreme Events Institute (EEI) at Florida International University (FIU). The
initiative is endorsed by the United Nations Office for Disaster Reduction’s Private Sector Alliance for
Risk Sensitive Investment (UNISDR-ARISE) and supported by the Federal Republic of Germany’s Min-
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to provide a background to and guide for mainstreaming Disaster Risk Man-
agement (DRM) into higher education and training institutions in Small Island Developing States (SIDS),
with the aim of increasing awareness and understanding of the complexity of DRM issues in business
and management, based on their general and specific vulnerabilities. SIDS are considered a special cat-
egory within the discussion on DRM, given a number of vulnerabilities generally and specifically. Further-
more, little attention has been paid to the business impact of disasters in such settings. It is proposed
that one major route to improving this situation is through the educational and training institutions, which
play a major role in shaping thinking and practices in such settings.
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Disaster risk management; disaster risk reduction; small island developing states; mainstreaming; busi-
ness; SMEs; Jamaica.

RESUMEN

El propdsito de este articulo es proveer un contexto y guiar en la incorporacion de la Gestion del Riesgo
de Desastres (GRD) en las instituciones de educacion superior y de formacian en los Pequeiios Estados
Insulares en Desarrollo (PEID) con el propésito de aumentar el nivel de consciencia y comprension sobre
la complejidad de los asuntos relacionados con GRD en los negocios y la administracion, teniendo como
base vulnerabilidades generales y especfficas. LOS PEID son considerados una categorfa especial dentro
de la discusion sobre GRD debido a la cantidad de vulnerabilidades generales y especificas con las que
cuentan. Se propone que una de las principales rutas para mejorar esta situacion es a través de las
instituciones educativas y de formacion, quienes desempefian un papel importante en la conformacion
del pensamiento y las préacticas de aquellos entornos.
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